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Fall Newsletter 2015 
Helpful Hint:  How to protect 

your indoor potted plant from 
the curious kitty:  Sprinkle dried 

coffee grounds on the soil or a 
little red pepper. Cats hate the 

smell and won’t dig in your 
plants 

 

 

   

ENDING A SUCCESSFUL 2015   IN THIS ISSUE 

We often ask ourselves what else we can do 
to help our community. We already work 
with the ARC, the local schools and SUNY 
Cobleskill.  We help out those in need of pet 
food that have fallen on hard times. We 
encourage children to volunteer, as they are 
our future. We love working with the Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scout Troops. Having the 
local 4-H clubs come visit is always a blast. 
Having the Schoharie Central School do 
small field trips here is always awesome. We 
believe in educating and starting the younger 
generation on the right foot. It amazes me 
how smart these kids and young adults are. 
They ask so many excellent questions and 
when they leave we always feel like we’ve 
made a difference. We believe that 
community outreach for kids is going well. 
Then we thought, let’s do something for 
adults to help with animals. So in the spring 
of 2016 the Animal Shelter of Schoharie 
Valley will now sponsor a low cost spay/ 
neuter program for income eligible families 
with cats. We will also be helping seniors 
with veterinarian appointments to ensure 
they’re able to help their pets stay healthy 
and keep them at home. Our hope is that this 
will help our community keep their animals. 
Of course, this helps us in the long run with 
less pregnant cats in the future!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Scout Troop 2376 
These wonderful girls made beautiful 
flower   boxes for in front of our Shelter. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Plans for 2016 
By Kerrie Colin, Shelter Director 
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Austin:  Sometimes fate brings you to where 
you need to be 

Austin is a handsome and friendly Standard 
Poodle.  He was surrendered to the Shelter 
through no fault of his own; he simply wasn’t 
in the right home.  Austin’s first few days 
with us were difficult for him.  He completely 
shut down – he didn’t know what had 
happened and wasn’t sure who he could 
trust.  We quickly discovered that if you 
raised your hand to throw a toy he would 
pancake right down onto the floor.  It broke 
our hearts that he was so frightened.  We 
spent time showing him that all would be 
okay.  After Austin came out of his shell, we 
took him to one of our Adoption Clinics at 
Tractor Supply.  As he was being walked 
throughout the store by a volunteer, his life 
was about to change forever.  A man who 
was shopping turned around and fell in 
love.  He spoke with Austin’s handler and was 
told his story.  The man left to find his 
wife.  Austin returned to the booth outside 
where we had our adoption clinic.  While he 
was walking across the parking lot, a woman 

came 
running over 
in tears.  She 
asked about 
Austin and 
then said she 
had to go 
find her 
husband.  As 
she turned 
around, her 
husband was 
coming out 
of the 
store.  He 
was the man 
from inside 
who inquired 
about 
Austin.  They 
both said 
they had 
Goosebumps when they saw Austin.  They 
had been looking for a standard poodle and 
had one years ago.  After losing their beloved 
dog they had gone to a Pet Connection 
adoption clinic and adopted a dog that they 
had recently lost.  They fell in love with 
Austin instantly.  As they were crying tears of 
joy, they told us they lived about an hour 
away.  There is a Tractor Supply store five 
minutes from their home in the city, but they 
decided to take a ride to Cobleskill instead 
for a day trip. They filled out the adoption 
application and took Austin home for a six 

week trial period.  As they drove away, we all 
watched Austin start his new life.  We knew 
he wouldn’t be back.  We knew that this was 
his time and family.  Fate made sure they 
were all there that day.  We have heard from 
Austin and his family and they are all doing 
great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopt don’t Shop:  The hard facts about 
being a Pitbull or Bully mix in a Shelter 

•  They are the first to be euthanized 
regardless of their temperament 

•   They are judged as they walk through the 
door 

Four to six million animals are euthanized 
annually in the United States at traditional 
shelters.   

Luckily for Fiona we are a No-Kill 
Shelter.  We never judge the breed.  We love 
the Bully breed and most of the Shelter staff 
share our lives and homes with them.  Fiona 
has been at our Shelter for about 18 
months.  She is a doll, is fantastic with people 
and loves to go for walks.  She is wonderful 

with smaller male dogs and would need to be 
your only female dog.  She is not a fan of 
cats.  She is food motivated and is easy to 
train.  She’s learning our agility course and 
getting more confident as the days go 
on.  She is great with children and would 
make the perfect addition to the right 
home.  We're hoping that her day will come 
soon.  She is so sweet and it breaks our 
hearts to see her here day after day waiting 
for her forever family to find her.  She loves 
to ride in the car and loves to get lunch from 
the drive-thru (although moderation is the 
key).  People are missing out on the love and 
happiness she can bring to a home.  Please 
help us spread the word about this fantastic 
dog who’s ready to become part of a forever 
family. 

 

 

 

Austin 
Finds his forever home! 

By: Kerrie Colin, Shelter Director 

Adopt don’t Shop. 
By Kerrie Colin Shelter Director 
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Help my animal is lost!  Here 
is a list of what to do: 

 Contact your Dog Control officer 
(contact info is listed on 
schoharieanimalshelter.org and 
schohariecounty-ny.gov) 

 Contact the Shelter to report 
your dog as missing 

 Contact your veterinarian's office 

 Contact the police; many people 
will call them to report a found 
dog 

 Email the Shelter photos of your 
lost animal so we can get them 
out to the public 

 Make sure that your animals have 
collars, with tags and a dog license.  
  
Standard Lost/Found Dog procedures 
are as follows: 

 The Town Dog Control Officer 
will hold the dog for five days to 
wait to see if an owner will claim 
the dog.  Occasionally when a 
DCO (dog control officer) picks 
up a dog, he/she will notify the 
Shelter so we can post it on our 
Facebook page as a found dog.   

 If the dog hasn’t been claimed 
from DCO after five days, the 
DCO surrenders the dog to the 
Shelter.   

The following are New York State Ag 
& Markets Law, not Shelter Policy: 

 When a dog arrives at the 
Shelter, the standard intake 
includes a veterinary medical 
exam, treatments as outlined by 
veterinarian, vaccines, 
spay/neuter, and microchip. 

 In order to claim a dog from a 
Shelter, the owner must provide 
proof of ownership (vet records, 
dog license, or rabies 
certificate).  After the five day 
holding period, the owner may 
be required to go through the 
Shelter’s adoption process.   

 
 

 
 
 

 All dogs in New York State must 
be licensed; to obtain a dog 
license in Schoharie County, visit 
your local Town Clerk’s 
office.  Dogs must be licensed in 
the Town in which you 
reside.  Dog licenses need to be 
renewed annually.  Some towns 
offer a multi-year license, so 
check with your Town Clerk. 

 

Some might know Brohdie’s story. 
He was a lost Boxer.  His family had 
just moved to a new home and 
Brohdie got away from Mom. She 
called the Shelter and all the DCO’s. 
Friends and family helped  hang 
flyers and a missing dog poster were 
plastered everywhere. Well after 
three long months of leads and 
tracking him down, Brohdie was 
finally caught. A wonderful family 
had been sighting Brohdie in their 
yard for a few weeks. They notified 
Mom.  Brohdie was so scared that he 
kept running when Mom would 
arrive. She never gave up. After 
three months she was able to get 
him. Brohdie was 33 lbs. when she 
found him. He originally weighed 
about 73 lbs. He is gaining weight 
weekly and is doing well. This shows 
that you should never give up hope 
on a lost pet. Always call around.  

 

  

http://schoharieanimalshelter.org/
http://schohariecounty-ny.gov/
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Bradley with Fiona and his Dad 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Now that we have the doggy 
play yards completed and 
the obstacle course is done 
we are looking forward to 
having programs in dog 
agility.  Many of the current 
residents have accessed the 
course and really enjoy 
it.  The course was 
constructed and donated to 
us by Bradley McLaughlin, 
BSA Troop # 15 in 
Richmondville. Bradley 
worked so hard to create this 
wonderful gift for our dogs. 
He even got to demo the 
course with local resident, 
Fiona.  Thank you, Bradley!  

Agility Course Donated  
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The long saga of the Diner / Sunoco 
cats has finally been resolved with 
trapping, spaying/neutering them. 
We were joined in this effort by 
Kitten Angels.  We took in a total of 
19 kittens and numerous cats.  They 
have all been placed in adoptive 
homes with the exception of Sly. She 
is still waiting for her forever home. 
She is a sweet girl who loves to 
snuggle. She is good with other cats 
and would do well in a home with a 
mellow dog.  These poor cats and 
kittens lived in deplorable conditions 
for years. They had a few care takers 
that were there daily. They were fed 
and given fresh water. It took almost 
two years for the owner of the diner 
to allow others to remove the cats.  

A Special Gift 

by Tara Keyser 

Nancy Gillette Hamm left a generous 
bequest to the Animal Shelter of 
Schoharie Valley as part of her final 
wishes.  Her gift facilitated many 
projects and is integral for the 
upcoming Spay/Neuter program, 
planned for early 2016. 

As a child growing up in West Fulton 
in the 70’s and 80’s, I had the 
opportunity to be acquainted with 
Nancy.  She and her husband, 
Dorwin, were very kind and generous 
to the community.  My parents 
purchased our milk at their farm; as a 
young girl, it was an experience to go 
to the farm with my father.  I’d watch 
as he scooped the milk from the bulk 
tank and left the money on the shelf 
by the sink in the milk house.  To this 
day, I still shake the milk before I 
open the carton!  Nancy taught 
swimming lessons to area kids at the 
pond on their farm.  They hosted 
many community groups, including 
4H and the Rod and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gun Club, held clam bakes and 
provided hay rides.  I think at some 
point in time each kid in town had a 
calf named after them too! 

Although this is just a snapshot from 
a young child’s memory, I felt 
compelled to share it. She and her 
husband led a wholesome, farm-
values life and shared their time and 
talents.  For those who weren’t 
fortunate enough to know Nancy, 
I’ve also included her formal obituary 
in this article.  The Animal Shelter of 
Schoharie Valley is deeply grateful 
for her generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELLENTON, FLA. >> Nancy Gillette Hamm 
died on Sept. 19, 2014 in Ellenton, Fla. She 
was the daughter of Francis and Katherine 
Gillette and was born on Nov. 7, 1940 in 
Oneida, N.Y. 
She and her husband, Dorwin, operated 
Panther Creek Farm in West Fulton, NY until 
his death in 1987. 
She was a former physical education teacher 
at Middleburgh Central School and spent 22 
years refereeing high school soccer and 
basketball games. 
She was an avid sports enthusiast and 
focused on professional golf and tennis. 
After her husband's death she worked at 
Scotch Valley, Red Carpet and Stamford Golf 
Club. 
In 2001 she moved permanently to Florida 
and really got into playing golf. She joined up 
with the most marvelous group of women 
you could ask for and traveled all around 
Florida playing. Much fun! 
She is survived by a brother, Douglas (Dick) 
Gillette of Sour Lake, Texas; sister-in-law, 
Cynthia; two stepsons, step-grandchildren 
and step-great-grandchildren. Also surviving 
are several nieces and nephews. 
She will be cremated. There will be no 
services.  
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President's message 

By: Mary Lou Garrett 

We are nearly finished with our 40th 
anniversary appeal.  Thank you to all who 
donated.  For 2016 we will not have the 
regular membership appeal, but have 
decided to send our quarterly newsletter to 
everyone who donates.  The Newsletter will 
keep you updated on upcoming events, 
programs at the Shelter, and articles about 
the Shelter population, as well as any special 
needs.  Those who have email are urged to 
let us know so we can send the Newsletter 
out via email and save on print and postage 
expenses.  We will also have hardcopies 
available at the Shelter. This has been our 
busiest year of fundraising.  We started in 
January with local businesses selling 
"Window Clings" and posting the donor's 
name on the cling.  In March we held Bling for 
Paws, a Jewelry Sale, held at the Caverns 
Palace.  There were tables of marvelous pins, 
necklaces, earrings, watches and rings.  The 
sale was held on a Friday evening and 
Saturday morning/early afternoon.  It was an 
amazing success!  We also had our t-shirts 
and sweatshirts available as well as free 
refreshments.  This is definitely a keeper for 
next year so look for it again.  Also, don't 
throw away that old bauble of yours - save it 
for us.  In April we held our annual 
fundraising auction at Michael's Auction, 
Days Inn in Schoharie.  Doug Cater was in his 
usual great form.  This event takes many 
volunteers to collect items, sort and arrange 
them as well as show them.  We also are 
responsible for the food concession and our 
own booth.  We have already begun 
collecting furniture and items for next 
year.  The Brooks Barbecue was the same 
day as the Auction adding to the busy 
day!  July 11 was a beautiful day for Jefferson 
Days. We took two of our little dogs and 
some information to show.  The Blenheim 
Car Show was July 19, where we visited with 
a number of pet owners and offered our 
shirts for donation.  On July 25, we were 
invited to Grapevine Farms for an Adoption 
Clinic. The event was held in honor of their 
dog, "Lily".  We spent the week of August 1-
8, at the Schoharie County Sunshine 
Fair. Also in August, we were treated to two 
performances by the Upper Catskill String 
Quartet with Leo Milman, Susan Fantl 
Spivack, Paul Petersen and Jesse Gigandet 
on August 9, at the Jefferson Maple Museum, 
Jefferson and August 16, at the Fusion 
Community Church in Cobleskill.  Proceeds 
went to the Shelter.  On August 15, we 
hosted Fore the Animals Golf Event at the 
Cobleskill Golf and Country Club.  We had 

two events on September 19:  We attended 
the Farmer's Market in Cobleskill and held an 
information/adoption clinic at Tractor 
Supply. During the Fall, we took a little time 
out (aka planning for 2016) for a couple of 
months with the exception of our monthly 
bake sales.  The first Fall bake sale was on 
October 24.  We are rather famous for our 
bake sales as we have terrific bakers who 
bake every month through May.  We have 
changed the time of the sales to 9-12, since 
most folks shop in the morning and are busy 
at home in the afternoons.  We generally 
have several of our adoptable pets with us. I 
have listed all of our events to give you an 
idea of what we do.  We are constantly out in 
the Community, so if you’d like to help at any 
of our events please let one of us 
know.  Naturally, there is always a need for 
dog walkers, cat combing or petting, or 
cleaning at the Shelter.  Call and set up a 
time or just stop in during normal business 
hours.  If you are interested in joining the 
Board of Directors let us know, we’re always 
looking for new people with fresh ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tootsie 
Every once in a while we get a situation that 
nearly breaks our hearts.  Such was the case 
on May 20, when a man brought an older 
Dachshund to the Shelter.  He told Kerrie, 
our shelter manager, several different stories 
of finding the dog here or there; later we 
verified it was his dog.  Kerrie immediately 
took the frail little dog to the vet. There was 
a growth on her neck that hung to the floor 
bleeding as she walked.  While we awaited 
test results, the dog was brought back to the 
Shelter, put in a clean area with blankets, 
food, water and treats.  Kerrie took a picture 
of the dog and put it on our Facebook page 
hoping to learn more about this dog’s 
situation and history.  Several neighbors 
identified the man who brought the dog in as 
the owner.  They told us the poor little girl 
needed care for a long time and had 
implored him to take her to the vet.  The 
growth on her neck, as well as another, were 
determined to be cancerous.  There was 
nothing we could do at that point but call the 
vet, make an appointment and have her 
euthanized.  Mary Lou, shelter president, 
accompanied Kerrie to the vet and held 
"Tootsie " in the van.  They both stayed with 
her as she took her last breath.  The case was 
not prosecuted by the District 
Attorney.  Cases like this one are particularly 
hard for us as we try our very best not to 
euthanize.  This time, however, she had gone 
through enough pain and suffering and there 
weren’t any other humane options. 
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The Animal Shelter of Schoharie Valley 

extends our condolences and our gratitude to 

the families and friends of those listed below, 

in whose memory donations were made that passed away in 2015 

 

 Deborah English         Eugenie Desmond                     William Morrey                                         Gale Miller                                       

                              Rayna Fletcher    Jacqueline Shane                         Dorothy Becker 

 Melvin Gorton     Keith Mickel Doris Crapser  

 Bonnie Sossei     Nancy Seyfert Harold Coons 

 James Proper III    Sharon Secunda Bear Cole 

 Alice Aldi     Ed Svendsen Marjorge Ward 

 Helen Inghram     Richard Nyahay Marge Keyser 

 Betty Butler     Elizabeth VanDyke  Klaus Walther 

 Alfred Lory     Paul Moon Paul Gorsage 

 Victoria Righi     Gloria VanAller Robert Wohr 

 Patricia Yavorski    Gertrude Edwards  Clarence Rickard 

 Cathie Lee Bever    Lillian Pindiak Margaret Arnold 

 Alfred Lawyer     Shirley Laven Frank Dornburgh, Jr 

 

 

 
 

  

 

                     In Memorial                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help us, help the animals. All donations that are made are tax deductible. We are a registered 501C3. 

Please make checks payable to:  

ASSV 

P.O. Box 40 Howes Cave, NY 12092 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________ Phone #:____________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________City:________________________ State: _______________  

 

Zip Code: ________________      Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed: ____________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your support! 
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Fore the Animals Golf Tournament 2015 
By: Tara Keyser 

On August 15, we hosted our first ever golf event, Fore the Animals, at Cobleskill Golf and Country Club.  We 
were delighted with the turnout – thank you to all those who participated in this event.  It was a beautiful, hot, 
summer day…until a thunderstorm rolled in mid-way through the tournament!  That gave the golfers time to 
come to the Club House to see if they won any of the great raffles donated by local businesses.  We had custom 
printed flags and tee signs sponsored by businesses and pet lovers alike!  Thank you to the following:  Top Dog 
Sponsors – Grantier Oil Company, Sterling Insurance, The Red Barn Clubhouse; Cool Cat Sponsors – Carpets & 
Then Some, Cobleskill Rotary, PlyGem; Tee & Pin Combo Sponsors – Donna M. Lavigne Agency, Schoharie 
Valley Veterinary Clinic, Superior Housing; Flag Sponsors by the following pet parents or businesses – Mike 
Bascomb, Kerrie Colin, Gable Auto Stores, Grapevine Farms, Joan Hampel, Judy Hauser, Brenda Manchester, 
Richard W. Pindar, Race Printing, Doug Sackett.  Tee Sign Sponsors – 560 Salon and Spa, American Hotel, 
Bank of Richmondville, Cobleskill Elks, Cobleskill Veterinary Clinic, Edward V. Nadeau & Sons Inc., FamFund, 
KeyBank, Kymar Farm Winery and Distillery, Lamont Engineers, Lily in the Box, Maureen LaRose, Midtel.net, 
Trustco Bank, Twelve       Pines Transportation.  The following donated raffle items:  Anne Coonley LMT, Bulls 
Head Inn, Doggy Do’s, Dwight Smith, Fuccillo Volkswagen, Gail & Michael Breen, Gobbler’s Knob,      Joanne 
VonCulin, Just Cats Veterinary Clinic, Little Italy, Mavis Discount Tire, Monro Muffler Brake, Mrs. K’s Kitchen, 
Napa Middleburgh, Noble Ace Hardware, Rejuvenate Therapeutic Massage, The Studio for Art and Craft, 
Walmart Distribution Center Sharon Springs, Wolfe’s Pizza & Wholesale, Woodbeck Liquors, WSDE Schoharie 
County Radio.  Attendees had a great time and we’re looking forward to this event next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


